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(57) ABSTRACT

An electronic information device that does not start an opera-
tion unintended by an operator when a display of an object is
changed while a contact to a touch sensor is detected, is
provided.

An electronic information device 1 includes a touch sensor
11, a display unit 14 configured to display the object, and a
control unit 15 configured to, when deleting the object while
the touch sensor 11 is detecting a contact at a position corre-
sponding to a predetermined object area displayed on the
display unit 14, control to disregard detection of the contact
by the touch sensor 11 after deletion of the object until the
contact is released.

4 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRONIC INFORMATION DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2010-217472 filed on Sep. 28,
2010, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The embodiment discussed herein relates to an electronic
information device having a touch sensor.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, electronic information devices having
touch sensors such as touch panels, touch switches and the
like as members for detecting a contact by an operator have
been popularly used for mobile terminals such as mobile
phones. Such electronic information devices having the touch
sensors have been widely employed by, besides the mobile
terminals, information equipments such as calculators, ticket
vending machines, home electric appliances such as micro-
waves, TV sets, lighting equipments, industrial equipments
(FA equipments) and the like.

There are known a variety of types of those touch sensors,
such as a resistive film type, a capacitive type, an optical type
and the like. The touch sensor of any of these types detects a
contact by an operator’s finger, a stylus pen and the like.
Generally, the electronic information device having the touch
sensor displays an image of an operation key or a button
(hereinafter, referred to as an “object”) in a display panel
displayed on a display unit disposed on a rear face of the touch
sensor. When the operator contacts the object displayed in the
display panel, the touch sensor detects the contact at a posi-
tion corresponding to the object.

Such an electronic information device having the touch
panel, according to application software (hereinafter, referred
to simply as “application”) being used, may configure various
user interfaces by displaying the objects. The electronic infor-
mation device having the touch sensor, therefore, may con-
figure various user interfaces with great flexibility. Also,
offering simple operations and good usability for the opera-
tor, the electronic information device having the touch panel
has been rapidly spread.

Incidentally, recent electronic information devices often
have a function (or a part of the function) approximately the
same as that of operating system (OS) incorporated into a
personal computer (PC). Accordingly, when such an elec-
tronic information device is employed as the user interface of
a small terminal such as the mobile phone used by the opera-
tor for inputting a character string and the like, the electronic
information device operates based on an operation approxi-
mately the same as that of the personal computer (PC).

In using the small mobile terminal such as the mobile
phone, for example, although a different input method is
employed due to the fewer number of keys and buttons that
may be arranged on a body of the small mobile terminal, the
operator may move a cursor by using direction keys and press
each of the keys to display a character at a predetermined
position, or delete the character by using a delete key. That is,
the operator who understands basic operations of the OS of
the PC may often intuitively figure out basic operations of the
electronic information device as well.
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Also, there is an input mode of the electronic information
device that performs auto repeat in response to holding down
of the key. For example, when the electronic information
device executes an auto repeat function, a first character is
immediately displayed when the operator presses down a
predetermined character key. Then, when the operator keeps
pressing the same key, the same character is continuously
displayed one after another. Such an “auto repeat” is also
referred to as key repeat and represents a function to continu-
ously input a plurality of the same characters, instead of a
single character, when the same key is continuously pressed
down for a predetermined period or longer. It is to be noted
that the “holding down” is an operation to maintain pressing
the same key down for the predetermined period or longer.

As a technology associated with the auto repeat, there is
suggested a method that notifies the operator of progress of
processing based on an operation by the operator, by means of
other than a visual notification (for example, see Patent Docu-
ment 1 listed below). A computer disclosed in Patent Docu-
ment 1 may notify the operator that the auto repeat function is
activated based on holding down of a key of a keyboard by
means of a display or sound. Adoption of such a technique
enables the operator, even when the display of the display unit
(display screen) may not be visually observed, to know
progress of processing after the operation by the operator by
means of the sound.

RELATED DOCUMENT

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2003-
58041

SUMMARY

The auto repeat generally offers an effect similar to repeti-
tious key pressing, which is a troublesome operation, by
maintaining pressing the key down. However, in using the
auto repeat function incorporated in the electronic informa-
tion device having the touch sensor described above, there
may be unfavorable cases. The following describes antici-
pated cases with reference to figures.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of the operation
of the auto repeat function by a mobile terminal having the
touch sensor. Here, a case in which the operator inputs pre-
determined 12 digits such as a PIN number, for example,
constituted by the number “4” as all of first ten numbers
followed by two other numbers will be described. It is
assumed that, in inputting, the operator feels troublesome to
repetitiously contact the same numeric key “4” and intends to
perform the auto repeat by maintaining contact to the numeric
key “4” halfway through and then to release the contact. Note
that, in FIG. 6, the operator’s finger is indicated by broken
lines for facilitating visualization of the display on the display
unit of the mobile terminal.

In FIG. 6(A), the mobile terminal displays an object of a
numerical keypad on the display unit and detects a contact by
the operator to the touch face of the touch sensor correspond-
ing to a position of the object. This mobile terminal detects the
contact by the operation to (the object of) the numerical
keypad and displays a number corresponding to the key in a
window in an upper portion of the display unit. For example,
when the operator momentarily contacts (performs so-called
“short pressing” to) the touch face of the touch sensor corre-
sponding to a position of the numeric key “4” displayed on the
display unit, the mobile terminal displays one number “4”.

Following a state illustrated in FIG. 6(A), when the opera-
tor performs the “holding down” by maintaining the contact



US 9,075,470 B2

3

to the touch face of the touch sensor corresponding to the
position of the numeric key “4” displayed on the display unit
for a predetermined period or longer, the mobile terminal
starts the auto repeat and displays a next number “4” on the
display unit. During the auto repeat, each time when the
predetermined period has passed while the contact to the
touch face of the touch sensor is maintained, the mobile
terminal continuously displays the number “4” on the display
unit. FIG. 6(B) illustrates a state in which, as a result of
continuous display of the number “4” on the display unit
every time the predetermined period has passed while the
contact is maintained, a total of nine “4” numbers are dis-
played on the display unit of the mobile terminal.

Here, when the operator fails to release the contact to the
touch sensor at an appropriate timing and all of the 12 digit
numbers are filled by the auto repeat, the mobile terminal may
proceed to a next operation. Some applications of the mobile
terminal, as illustrated in FIG. 6(C), for example, may display
a panel to ask whether the numbers may be confirmed as all
the necessary digits are input. When a panel displayed on the
display unit is changed to another as described above,
arrangement of the objects or the like is generally changed
based on a configuration of the panel displayed after the
change. Usually, it is likely that a configuration of the objects
displayed on the display unit is changed as triggered by an
event.

However, when the arrangement of the objects is changed
because of the change of the panel displayed on the display
unit while the contact by the operator to the touch sensor is
still maintained, the contact may correspond to a position of
an object displayed after the change of the arrangement. FIG.
6(C) illustrates a state in which, since the operator maintains
the contact to the touch sensor when the arrangement of the
objects displayed in FIG. 6(B) is changed, the operator’s
finger inadvertently contacts a position displaying an object
of'a “Yes” button after the change of the panel.

In this case, although the operator unintentionally contacts
the position displaying the object of the “Yes” button, the
mobile terminal starts an operation based on the contact. FIG.
6(D) illustrates a state in which, in response to an input of
incorrect numbers, a notification of incorrect input is dis-
played. That is, since the operator does not release the contact
at an appropriate timing around a point illustrated in FIG.
6(B), the display unit of the mobile terminal, at the moment
when the display is changed to a confirmation panel illus-
trated in FIG. 6(C), changes to the panel illustrated in FIG.
6(D) against an operator’s intention. When such an operation
is irreversible once being processed, like an operation to send
email, it may possibly cause an unfavorable result.

The example illustrated in FIG. 6 is a case in which, due to
internal processing of the application requiring an input of
numbers, the operator’s contact causes the operation unin-
tended by the operator. However, there are other cases that
cause similar cases due to external processing interrupting an
activated application.

FIG.7,in amanner similar to FIG. 6, illustrates an example
when numbers are input by the operator using the auto repeat
function. As illustrated in FIG. 7(A), when the operator
momentarily contacts (performs the so-called “short press-
ing” to) the touch face of the touch sensor corresponding to a
position of a numeric key “6” displayed on the display unit,
the mobile terminal displays one number “6”.

Following a state illustrated in FIG. 7(A), when the opera-
tor performs the “holding down” by maintaining the contact
to the touch face of the touch sensor corresponding to the
position of the numeric key “6” displayed on the display unit
for the predetermined period or longer, the mobile terminal
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starts the auto repeat and displays a next number “6” on the
display unit. FIG. 7(B) illustrates a state in which, as a result
of continuous display of the number “6” on the display unit
every time the predetermined period has passed while the
contact is maintained, a total of eight “6” numbers are dis-
played on the display unit of the mobile terminal.

During the auto repeat, each time when the predetermined
period has passed while the contact to the touch face of the
touch sensor is maintained, the mobile terminal continuously
displays the number “6” on the display unit. However, when
the mobile terminal has a telephone function, for example, the
mobile terminal may receive an incoming call during the auto
repeat. In such a case, the mobile terminal may usually dis-
play a panel as illustrated in FIG. 7(C) notifying that there is
the incoming call, based on an operation defined by an appli-
cation associated with a phone call.

In this case also, however, since the contact to the touch
sensor is maintained by the operator when the arrangement of
the objects are changed due to the change of the panel dis-
played on the display unit, the contact corresponds to an
object displayed after the change of the arrangement. FIG.
7(C) illustrates a state in which, since the operator maintains
the contact to the touch sensor after the change of the arrange-
ment of the object illustrated in FIG. 7(B), the operator’s
finger contacts a position displaying an object of a “Decline”
button.

In this case, although the operator inadvertently contacts
the position displaying the object of the “Decline” button, the
mobile terminal starts an operation to decline the incoming
call based on detection of the contact. FIG. 7(D) illustrates a
state in which the operation starts and the incoming call is
declined. That is, since the operator, at the point when the
panel in FIG. 7(B) is displayed, is maintaining the contact to
perform the input by the auto repeat, the contact is detected
against the operator’s intention when the display changes to
the panel notifying the incoming call illustrated in FIG. 7(C),
and thus the display changes to the panel illustrated in FIG.
7(D). When the operator wishes to answer the incoming call,
such an operation is significantly inconvenient.

As described above, the change of the arrangement of the
object while the contact to the touch sensor is detected may be
a cause of an operation unintended by the operator. Such a
situation, as described above, may be caused by regardless of
the internal operation of the application or the external opera-
tion interrupting the application being activated.

Accordingly, in consideration of such conditions, an elec-
tronic information device, that does not start an operation
unintended by the operator, when the display of the object is
changed while the contact to the touch sensor is detected, is
provided.

In order to achieve the above matter, an electronic infor-
mation device according to a first aspect includes:

a touch sensor;

a display unit configured to display an object; and

a control unit, when deleting the object while the touch
sensor is detecting a contact at a position corresponding to a
predetermined object area displayed on the display unit, con-
figured to control to disregard detection of the contact by the
touch sensor after deletion of the object until the contact is
released.

A second aspect is the electronic information device
according to the first aspect, wherein

the control unit, when deleting the object while the touch
sensor is detecting the contact at the position corresponding
to the predetermined object area displayed on the display unit
for a predetermined period or longer, controls to disregard
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detection of the contact by the touch sensor after deletion of
the object until the contact is released.

A third aspect is the electronic information device accord-
ing to the first aspect, further comprising a tactile sensation
providing unit configured to vibrate a touch face of the touch
sensor, wherein

the control unit, when starting control to disregard detec-
tion of the contact, controls the tactile sensation providing
unit such that a tactile sensation is provided to a contact object
contacting the touch face.

A fourth aspect is the electronic information device accord-
ing to the first aspect, further comprising a tactile sensation
providing unit configured to vibrate the touch face of the
touch sensor, wherein

the control unit controls the tactile sensation providing
unit, while the touch sensor is detecting the contact at the
position corresponding to the predetermined object area dis-
played on the display unit, such that the tactile sensation is
provided to a contact object contacting the touch face, and
controls to stop provision of the tactile sensation when start-
ing control to disregard detection of the contact.

According to the embodiment discussed herein, when a
display of the object is changed while the contact to the touch
sensor is detected, start of an operation unintended by an
operator is prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic configu-
ration of an electronic information device according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a partial
housing structure of the electronic information device
according to the embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the elec-
tronic information device according to the embodiment;

FIG. 4(A)to (D) are diagrams illustrating an example of the
operation of the electronic information device according to
the embodiment;

FIG. 5(A) to (D) are diagrams illustrating another example
of the operation of the electronic information device accord-
ing to the embodiment;

FIG. 6(A) to (D) are diagrams illustrating an example of an
operation of a related electronic information device; and

FIG.7(A) to (D) are diagrams illustrating another example
of the operation of a related electronic information device.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT

An embodiment will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic configu-
ration of an electronic information device according to an
embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, an electronic informa-
tion device 1 according to the present embodiment includes a
touch sensor 11, a tactile sensation providing unit 13, a dis-
play unit 14, and a control unit 15 configured to control
overall operations.

The touch sensor 11 is usually disposed in front of the
display unit 14 and detects a contact to objects of keys and
buttons displayed on the display unit 14 by an operator’s
finger or the like at a corresponding position on a touch face
of the touch sensor 11. The touch sensor 11 may be, for
example, a resistive film type, a capacitive type, an optical
type or the like. The tactile sensation providing unit 13
vibrates the touch sensor 11 and may be constituted by using,
for example, a piezoelectric vibrator. The display unit 14
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displays an object of the key such as a push-button switch
(push-type button switch) and may be constituted by using,
for example, a liquid crystal display panel, an organic EL
display panel or the like.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view illustrating an example of
a housing structure of the touch sensor 11, the tactile sensa-
tion providing unit 13 and the display unit 14 of the electronic
information device 1 illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 illustrates a state in which, in order to contact an area
of'the object such as the button displayed on the display unit
14, the operator’s finger contacts the touch sensor 11 at a
position corresponding to the area displaying the object on
the display unit 14. The touch sensor 11, by detecting the
contact by the operator’s finger, outputs a signal correspond-
ing to the position of the contact. The touch sensor 11 illus-
trated in FIG. 2 has the touch face having a front face member
constituted by using a transparent film or the glass and a rear
face member constituted by using the glass or acryl. The
touch sensor 11 is held on the display unit 14 via insulators 16
made of elastic members. The tactile sensation providing unit
13 vibrates the touch face of the touch sensor 11 at an appro-
priate timing to provide vibration at the operator’s finger. To
that end, the tactile sensation providing unit 13 is disposed in
contact with the touch sensor 11, for example, such that the
vibration is transmitted to the touch sensor 11. The vibration
generated by the tactile sensation providing unit 13 is con-
trolled by the control unit 20 based on various conditions. The
control performed by the control unit 20 such that the tactile
sensation providing unit 13 provides a tactile sensation will
be described below.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the elec-
tronic information device 1 according to the present embodi-
ment. The electronic information apparatus 1 according to the
present embodiment, when a contact to the touch sensor 11 is
detected and a displayed object corresponding to the position
is deleted, operates considering that the contact is released.
The flowchart in FIG. 3 illustrates an operation of the embodi-
ment, which is performed separately from operations nor-
mally performed in character input and the like, that is, opera-
tions for displaying a character assigned to the object
corresponding to the position where the contact is detected.
As apreferable example of the present embodiment, a case in
which, while the auto repeat is performed by the electronic
information device 1 having the touch sensor in response to a
“holding down” contact by the operator, a configuration of the
object displayed on the display unit 14 is changed due to an
event, will be described.

When the operation according to the present embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 3 starts, as described above, the control unit
15 controls, as a presupposed operation, such that the display
unit 14 preliminarily displays the object of the keys or the
buttons. According to the present embodiment, the object is a
graphic image indicating a position where the operator should
contact. While such an object is displayed, the control unit 15
monitors contact by a contact object (contact means) such as
the finger or a stylus pen to the touch sensor 11. When the
touch sensor 11 detects a contact by such a contact object and
the contact is located at the position corresponding to the
object displayed on the display unit 14, the control unit 15
performs an operation defined by an activated application.
For example, when the electronic information device 1 is
performing an operation based on an application for inputting
a character and a contact is detected at a position correspond-
ing to an object of a numerical key, the control unit 15 dis-
plays a number assigned to the object where the contact is
detected on the display unit 14.
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The operation illustrated in FIG. 3 is started while the
presupposed operation described above is performed. When
the operation according to the present embodiment illustrated
in FI1G. 3 is started, the control unit 15 monitors whether there
is an object displayed on the display unit 14 that is deleted due
to an event or the like (step S11). Since the controlunit 15 also
controls the display of the image on the display unit 14, the
control unit 15 may know a display state of the display unit
14.

Atstep S11, when the control unit 15 detects that there is an
object that has been displayed on the display unit 14 but is
deleted, the control unit 15 determines whether the contact is
detected by the touch sensor 11 corresponding to the position
where the object was displayed (step S12). When it is detected
that there is a deleted object and a contact to the touch sensor
11 corresponding to the position where the object was dis-
played is not detected, the control unit 15 ends the operation
illustrated in FIG. 3 without performing the unique operation
according to the present embodiment. That is, when the object
displayed on the display unit 14 is deleted due to an event or
the like and the contact to the touch sensor 11 corresponding
to the position where the deleted object was displayed is not
detected, the unique operation according to the present
embodiment is not performed.

At step S12, when the contact to the touch sensor 11 cor-
responding to the position where the deleted object was dis-
played on the display unit 14 is detected, the control unit 15
controls to disregard the detection of the contact by the touch
sensor 11 after deletion of the object until the contact is
released (step S13). At step S13, that is, when the contact at
the position of the deleted object is still detected, until the
contact is released, the operation is performed disregarding
the contact detected by the touch sensor 11 (disables the
detection).

This operation may take various modes for preventing
from performing an operation based on the contact such as,
for example, suspension of the signal from the touch sensor
11 by the control unit 15, processing of the signal from the
touch sensor 11 into a signal indicating release of the contact,
generation of a pseudo signal indicating release of the con-
tact, and the like. Accordingly, “the operation is performed
disregarding the detected contact” according to the present
embodiment may include various operations such as tempo-
ral blocking of the signal from the touch sensor 11 as
described above, processing of the signal from the touch
sensor 11 into the signal indicating release of the contact,
generation of the pseudo signal indicating release of the con-
tact, and the like. As described above, when the object is
deleted while the touch sensor 11 is detecting the contact at
the position corresponding to a predetermined object area
displayed on the display unit 14, the control unit 15 controls
such that the operation is performed disregarding the contact
after deletion of the object. After start of the operation disre-
garding detection of the contact by the touch sensor 11 (dis-
abling the detection), when the contact to the touch sensor 11
is released, the control unit 15 controls to end the operation
disregarding detection of the contact by the touch sensor 11
(that is, enables detection again). That is, when the object is
deleted while the contact at the position corresponding to the
predetermined object area displayed on the display unit 14 is
detected by the touch sensor 11, the control unit 15 controls to
disregard the contact detected by the touch sensor 11 after
deletion of the object until the contact is released.

Also according to the present embodiment, the auto repeat
is performed in response to the “holding down” contact by the
operator to the touch sensor 11, the configuration of the object
displayed on the display unit 14 is changed. Accordingly,
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when the control unit 15 deletes the object while the touch
sensor 14 is detecting the contact at the position correspond-
ing to the predetermined object area displayed on the display
unit 14 for a predetermined period or longer, the control unit
15 preferably controls to disregard the contact detected by the
touch sensor after deletion of the object until the contact is
released.

After the operation at step S13, the control unit 15 drives
the tactile sensation providing unit 13 with a predetermined
drive signal such that the touch sensor 11 is vibrated in a
predetermined vibration pattern and provides a tactile sensa-
tion (step S14).

According to the present embodiment, various tactile sen-
sations may be assumed. For example, when the tactile sen-
sation is not provided in response to the auto repeat before the
operation at step S13, any tactile sensation is preferably pro-
vided to notify the user that the arrangement of the object on
the display unit 14 is changed and the operation at step S13
has been performed. In this case, accordingly, the tactile
sensation is provided at step S14. That is, the control unit 15,
when starting the control to disregard the detected contact
(step S13), controls the tactile sensation providing unit 13
such that the tactile sensation is provided to the contact object
contacting the touch face of the touch sensor 11.

On the other hand, there may be a case in which, before the
operation at step S13, the tactile sensation is provided in
response to the auto repeat. That is, when a character is
displayed one after another by the auto repeat, there may be a
case in which it is preferable to notify the operator that the
character is appropriately displayed one after another based
on the “holding down” contact to the touch sensor 11 by the
operator. For example, while the auto repeat is performed,
together with display of the character on the display unit 14,
a tactile sensation of short vibration may be provided.

In such a case, accordingly, the tactile sensation being
provided based on the auto repeat is stopped at step S14. That
is, the control unit 15, while the touch sensor 11 is detecting
the contact at the position corresponding to the predetermined
object area displayed on the display unit 14, controls the
tactile sensation providing unit 13 such that the tactile sensa-
tion is provided to the contact object contacting the touch face
of'the touch sensor 11. Also, in controlling the tactile sensa-
tion providing unit 13 in such a manner, the control unit 15
controls to stop provision of the tactile sensation when start-
ing controlling to disregard the detected contact (step S13).

The operation according to the present embodiment
described above will be described in detail with reference to
FIG. 4 and FIG. 5. In order to clarify an effect of the operation
according to the present embodiment, similar cases described
with reference to FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 will be assumed in the
description.

FIG. 4 assumes a situation similar to that described above
with reference to FIG. 6. F1G. 4(A) illustrates a state in which
the operator starts contacting the touch sensor 11 at a position
corresponding to an object area of a numeric key “4” dis-
played on the display unit 14. Following the state illustrated in
FIG. 4(A), when the operator “holds down” by maintaining
the contact to the touch sensor 11 at the position correspond-
ing to the object area of the numeric key “4” for the predeter-
mined period or longer, the electronic information device 1
starts the auto repeat and displays a next number “4” on the
display unit 14. FIG. 4(B) illustrates a state in which, since the
number “4” is continuously displayed every time the prede-
termined period has passed while the contact is maintained,
the display unit 14 of the electronic information device 1
displays a total of nine “4” numbers.
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Here, since the operator does not release the contact to the
touch sensor 11 at an appropriate timing and thus all the
necessary 12 digits are filled by the auto repeat, the electronic
information device 1 shifts to an operation to display the
confirmation panel as illustrated in FIG. 4(C). However,
when the electronic information device 1 shifts to the panel in
FIG. 4(C) and the object of the numeric key “4”, where the
contact has been detected, is deleted, the electronic informa-
tion device operates to disregard the contact to the touch
sensor 11. Accordingly, when the touch sensor 11 detects the
contact at the position corresponding to a “Yes” object area
newly displayed in the panel in FIG. 4(C), the electronic
information device 1 performs the operation disregarding the
detection. Therefore, the electronic information device 1 does
not immediately confirm the input numbers, thereby prevent-
ing the situation described with reference to FIG. 6(D).

In the state illustrated in FIG. 4(C), although the operator
maintains the contact at the position corresponding to the
“Yes” object area, the operator may know that the display of
the object being contacted has been changed, based on
whether the tactile sensation is provided. That is, when the
tactile sensation is provided while the number is displayed
one after another by the auto repeat around a point illustrated
in FIG. 4(B), for example, provision of the tactile sensation is
stopped at a point illustrated in FIG. 4(C). Thereby, the opera-
tor may know that the display of the panel has been changed.
On the other hand, when the tactile sensation is not provided
while the number is displayed one after another by the auto
repeat around the point illustrated in FIG. 4(B), the tactile
sensation is provided at the point illustrated in FIG. 4(C).
Thereby, the operator may know that the display of the panel
has been changed.

According to the present embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 4(C), when the contact is maintained after deletion of the
contacted object, the electronic information device 1 does not
detect the contact as contact to a newly displayed object.
Accordingly, the displayed numbers are not confirmed at the
point illustrated in FIG. 4(C) and the operator may continue
another operation thereafter as illustrated in FIG. 4(D). FIG.
4(D) illustrates a state in which, since the operator has per-
formed an erroneous input of the number, the operator is
contacting a “NO” object to prevent confirmation of the dis-
played number. According to the present embodiment, as
described above, after release of the contact to the touch
sensor 11, the electronic information device 1 enables detec-
tion ofthe contact by the touch sensor 11 again. Therefore, the
operator may perform following operations in a normal man-
ner.

FIG. 5 assumes a situation similar to that described above
with reference to FIG. 7. FIG. 5(A) illustrates a state in which
the operator starts contacting the touch sensor 11 at the posi-
tion corresponding to an object area of a numeric key “6”
displayed on the display unit 14. Following the state illus-
trated in FIG. 5(A), when the operator performs the “holding
down” by maintaining the contact to the touch sensor 11 at the
position corresponding to the object area of the numeric key
“6” for the predetermined period or longer, the electronic
information device 1 starts the auto repeat and displays a next
number “6” on the display unit 14. FIG. 5(B) illustrates a state
in which, since the number “6” is continuously displayed
every time the predetermined period has passed while the
contact is maintained, the display unit 14 of the electronic
information device 1 displays a total of eight “6” numbers.

Here, since there is an incoming call while the number is
continuously displayed by the auto repeat, the electronic
information device 1, as illustrated in FIG. 5(C), changes the
display to a panel indicating the incoming call. Therefore, the
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operator’s finger that has been contacting the touch sensor 11
at the position corresponding to the “6” object area, after the
change of the display, contacts the touch sensor 11 at a posi-
tion corresponding to an area of an object “Decline”.

When the display shifts to the panel illustrated in FIG. 5(C)
and the object of the numeric key “6”, where the contact has
been detected, is deleted, the electronic information device 1
operates to disregard the contact to the touch sensor 11.
Accordingly, when the touch sensor 11 detects the contact at
the position corresponding to the object “Decline” newly
displayed as illustrated in the panel in FIG. 5(C), the elec-
tronic information device 1 operates disregarding the detec-
tion of the contact. Accordingly, the electronic information
device 1 does not operate to decline the incoming call against
the operator’s intention, thereby preventing the situation
described with reference to FIG. 7(D).

In the state illustrated in FIG. 5(C), although the operator
maintains the contact at the position corresponding to the area
of the object “Decline”, the operator may know that the dis-
play of the object has been changed, based on whether the
tactile sensation is provided. That is, when the tactile sensa-
tion is provided while the number is continuously displayed
by the auto repeat around a point illustrated in FIG. 5(B), for
example, provision of the tactile sensation is stopped at a
point illustrated in FIG. 5(C). Thereby, the operator may
know that the display of the panel has been changed. On the
other hand, when the tactile sensation is not provided while
the number is continuously displayed by the auto repeat
around the point illustrated in FIG. 5(B), the tactile sensation
is provided at the point illustrated in FIG. 5(C). Thereby, the
operator may know that the display of the panel has been
changed. Note that, in both cases, a tactile sensation indicat-
ing the incoming call different from other tactile sensations
may be provided when the incoming call is received, thereby
further improving convenience.

According to the present embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 5(C), when the contact is maintained after deletion of the
contacted object, the electronic information device 1 does not
detect the contact as contact to the newly displayed object. At
the point illustrated in FIG. 5(C), accordingly, the incoming
call is not declined against the operator’s intention and thus
the operator may continue another operation thereafter as
illustrated in FIG. 5(D). FIG. 5(D) illustrates a state in which
the operator, as noticing the incoming call, is about to contact
anobject “Answer” to answer the incoming call. According to
the present embodiment, as described above, after the contact
to the touch sensor 11 is released, the electronic information
device 1 enables detection of the contact by the touch sensor
11 again. Thereby, the operator may perform following
operations in a normal manner.

According to the present embodiment, as described above,
when the object is deleted while the touch sensor 11 is detect-
ing the contact at the position corresponding to the area of the
predetermined object displayed on the display unit 14, the
operation is performed considering that the contact is
released. According to the present embodiment, therefore,
when the display of the object is changed while the contact to
the touch sensor 11 is detected, start of operations unintended
by the operator may be prevented.

It is to be understood that the present embodiment is not
limited to the above embodiment but may be modified or
varied in multiple manners. For example, although there is no
mention about whether to generate sound when the electronic
information device 1 performs the operation in the above
embodiment, appropriate generation of sound in conjunction
with the operation of the electronic information device 1 in
the above embodiment may further improve operability of the
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electronic information device 1. In this case, the electronic
information device 1 includes an audio output unit such as a
speaker, which is controlled by the control unit 15 to output
the sound at a predetermined timing.

Moreover, according to the embodiment described above,
instead of, or together with, providing or stopping the tactile
sensation described at step S14 in FIG. 3, the control unit 15
may control the audio output unit to output the sound.

Further, the tactile sensation providing unit 13 may be
constituted by using any number of piezoelectric vibrators,
transparent piezoelectric elements provided on an entire sur-
face of the touch sensor or, when capable of vibrating to
provide the tactile sensation, an eccentric motor which rotates
by one rotation in 1 cycle of a drive signal.

According to the above embodiment, the auto repeat is
performed based on the holding down “for the predetermined
period or longer”. According to the present embodiment,
however, the operation performed based on the “holding
down” is not limited to the auto repeat but may be adopted for
performing other operations performed based on the “holding
down”, such as a key-locking operation and a key-unlocking
operation in response to the “holding down”.

According to the electronic information device 1 of the
present embodiment described above, also, the touch sensor
11 is disposed on the front face of the display unit 14. How-
ever, configurations of the touch sensor 11 and the display
unit 14 are not limited to those according to the embodiment
described above. For example, the touch sensor 11 such as a
touch pad may be disposed separately from the display unit 14
(that is, disposed without overlapping with the display unit
14), such that a position corresponding to a contact by the
operator detected by the touch pad is indicated by a pointer or
a cursor on the display unit 14.

Also, although the electronic information device according
to the present embodiment described above includes the
touch sensor, the display unit, the tactile sensation providing
unit and the control unit, the present embodiment is not lim-
ited to such a configuration. For example, the electronic infor-
mation device according to the present embodiment may
further include a load detection unit constituted by using a
piezoelectric element or a gauge sensor that detects a pressure
load (outputs (generates) a voltage based on the pressure
load) on the touch sensor. When the load detection unit is
provided as described above, the “contact” according to the
present embodiment includes a contact applying a pressure
load (pressure) satisfying a predetermined standard load
(standard voltage). In the above embodiment, when the con-
tact at the position corresponding to the object of the numeric
key is detected by the touch sensor, the control unit displays
the number assigned to the object, where the contact is
detected, on the display unit. On the other hand, in a case that
the electronic information device includes the load detection
unit, the control unit, when the contact at the position corre-
sponding to the object of the numeric key is detected by the
touch sensor and, simultaneously, the pressure load detected
by the load detection unit (voltage output by the load detec-
tion unit) satisfies the predetermined standard load (an output
standard), displays the number assigned to the object, where
the contact is detected, on the display unit.

Also, when the electronic information device includes the
load detection unit, “release of the contact” according to the
present embodiment may include the pressure load of the
contact that reduces and fails to satisfy the predetermined
standard load. In such a case, according to the present
embodiment described above, when the control unit deletes
the object while the contact is detected at the position corre-
sponding to the predetermined object area such as the
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numeric key displayed on the display unit, the control unit
operates disregarding the detection of the contact by the touch
sensor after deletion of the object until the contact is released.
When the electronic information device includes the load
detection unit and the control unit deletes the object while the
contact is detected at the position corresponding to the pre-
determined object area such as the numeric key displayed on
the display unit, the control unit operates disregarding the
detection of the contact by the touch sensor after deletion of
the object until the pressure load detected by the load detec-
tion unit fails to satisfy the predetermined standard.

Here, when the electronic information device includes the
load detection unit, “operating disregarding the detection of
the contact by the touch sensor” may include various opera-
tions of the control unit such as temporarily blocking a signal
from the load detection unit, processing the signal from the
load detection unit into a signal indicating that the pressure
load fails to satisfy the predetermined standard load, or oper-
ating to generate a pseudo signal indicating that the pressure
load fails to satisfy the predetermined standard load. Here,
when the electronic information device includes the load
detection unit, “operating disregarding the detection of the
contact” by the touch sensor described above may include
various operations for preventing from performing operations
based on the contact. In such a case, for example, the control
unit may temporarily block the signal from the load detection
unit, process the signal from the load detection unit into the
signal indicating that the pressure load fails to satisfy the
predetermined standard load, or generate the pseudo signal
indicating that the pressure load fails to satisfy the predeter-
mined standard load.

Also, there may be a variety of modes for determining that
the pressure load detected by the load detection unit satisfies
the predetermined standard load. For example, by using the
predetermined standard load as a predetermined threshold, it
may be determined that the predetermined standard load is
satisfied when a pressure load value detected by the load
detection unit exceeds the predetermined threshold, when the
pressure load value detected by the load detection unit
becomes equal to or larger than the predetermined standard
load, or when the load detection unit detects the pressure load
value equal to the predetermined threshold.

Similarly, there may be a variety of modes for determining
that the pressure load detected by the load detection unit does
not satisty the predetermined standard load. For example, by
using the predetermined standard load as the predetermined
threshold, it may be determined that the predetermined stan-
dard load is not satisfied when the pressure load value
detected by the load detection unit falls under the predeter-
mined threshold, when the pressure load value detected by the
load detection unit becomes equal to or smaller than the
predetermined standard load, or when the load detection unit
detects the pressure load value equal to the predetermined
threshold. Further, when the pressure load detected by the
load detection unit fails to satisfy the predetermined standard
after satisfying it, the pressure load may be determined as not
satisfying the predetermined standard load.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
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The invention claimed is:

1. An electronic information device comprising:

a touch sensor;

a display unit configured to display an object; and

a control unit, when deleting the object while the touch
sensor is detecting a contact at a position corresponding
to a predetermined object area displayed on the display
unit, configured to control to disregard detection of the

contact by the touch sensor after deletion of the object
until the contact is released.

2. The electronic information device according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit, when deleting the object while the
touch sensor is detecting the contact at the position corre-
sponding to the predetermined object area displayed on the
display unit for a predetermined period or longer, controls to
disregard detection of the contact by the touch sensor after
deletion of the object until the contact is released.
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3. The electronic information device according to claim 1,
further comprising a tactile sensation providing unit config-
ured to vibrate a touch face of the touch sensor, wherein

the control unit, when starting control to disregard detec-

tion of the contact, controls the tactile sensation provid-
ing unit such that a tactile sensation is provided to a
contact object contacting the touch face.

4. The electronic information device according to claim 1,
further comprising a tactile sensation providing unit config-
ured to vibrate the touch face of the touch sensor, wherein

the control unit controls the tactile sensation providing

unit, while the touch sensor is detecting the contact at the
position corresponding to the predetermined object area
displayed on the display unit, such that the tactile sen-
sation is provided to a contact object contacting the
touch face, and controls to stop provision of the tactile
sensation when starting control to disregard detection of
the contact.



